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Twenty journalists awarded fellowships to cover key climate change meetings in San 
Francisco, Katowice 
 
The Earth Journalism Network (EJN), a project of Internews, and the Stanley Foundation are 
pleased to announce 20 journalists from developing countries have been awarded fellowships 
to cover two key climate change events this year. The journalists were selected from a global 
open call that drew more than 300 applications.  
 
As part of the Climate Change Media Partnership (CCMP), the fellows will attend the Global 
Climate Action Summit (GCAS) from September 12-14 in San Francisco, United States, as well as 
the 24th Conference of the Parties (COP 24) to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in early December in Katowice, Poland. The GCAS is a key gathering 
of non-state actors and sub-national governments working towards the Paris Agreement goal to 
keep global temperature rise well below two degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels. The 
summit will take place just 11 weeks ahead of COP 24, where world leaders will participate in a 
“stock-taking” of progress since the Paris Agreement was signed. 
 
During the fellowship, journalists will get support and guidance from seasoned climate 
journalists from EJN’s global network of trainers and participate in an orientation day ahead of 
both summits, daily morning briefings, interviews with high-level officials, and other 
interactions co-designed by EJN and the Stanley Foundation to inform and facilitate quality 
reporting on developments at the summits.  
 
"One of the main challenges journalists face is being able to report in a compelling way on 
solutions to our environmental and climate challenges," said James Fahn, executive director of 
Internews' Earth Journalism Network, who is working with the Stanley Foundation’s media 
program officer, Devon Terrill, on this year’s CCMP fellowship.  
 
"Giving journalists from around the world a chance to be on the ground at the GCAS and COP 
24 creates organic opportunities for them to cover exactly how cities, countries, communities, 
companies, and individuals are working to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement – or are 
perhaps lagging in their commitments,” Terrill said. 
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This is the second year EJN and the Stanley Foundation have teamed up on the CCMP 
fellowship, but this is the first time fellows will be given the opportunity to attend two global 
climate action events.  
 
Applauding this opportunity for international journalists to cover developments at the Global 
Climate Action Summit, Nick Nuttall, the spokesperson and director of communications for the 
summit, said: "If the world is to get on track to meet the aims and ambitions of the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement, we need to take ambition to the next level over the next two 
crucial years. The summit will be the launch pad to this next moment in our shared future. 
Having journalists from developing countries join us for this historic event means the message 
of ambition, commitment and solidarity will echo to every corner of the Earth as we set the 
stage for the de-carbonization of the global economy.” 
 
EJN, along with Panos London and the International Institute for Environment and 
Development (IIED), formed the CCMP in 2007 to enable developing country journalists to 
attend and report from the annual UN climate summits. 
 
The 2018 fellowship program is a partnership between Internews’ Earth Journalism Network 
(with support from Sweden/SIDA) and the Stanley Foundation. 
 
The fellows are: 
 

• Abhaya Raj Joshi, Onlinekhabar (Nepal) 
• Alanah Torralba, CNN Philippines and Inquirer.net (Philippines) 
• Andrea  Polanco, Great Belize Television: News 5 (Belize) 
• Ayoola Kassim, Channels Television (Nigeria) 
• Chen Zhou, Caixin Media (China) 
• Fredrick Mugira, Vision Group (Uganda) 
• Guilherme Jancowski de Avila Justino, Zero Hora (Brazil) 
• Irena Pretika Widayanti, Metro TV (Indonesia) 
• Karthikeyan Hemalatha, Firstpost (India) 
• Le Minh Hung, Thanh Nien Newspaper (Vietnam) 
• Mahadev Amar Guriro, Daily Times and Geo News (Pakistan) 
• Maria del Pilar Assefh, El Cronista Comercial (Argentina) 
• Michelle Soto, Latin Clima (Costa Rica) 
• Paritta Wangkiat, Bangkok Post (Thailand) 
• Ronald  Toito'ona, Solomon Star Newspaper (Solomon Islands) 
• Ruzeen Odeh, Musawa Channel (Israel-Palestine) 
• Silvano Hajid Maulana, CNN Indonesia TV (Indonesia) 
• Siphamandla Goge, eNews Channel Africa (South Africa) 
• Sohara Mehroze Shachi, Inter Press Service (Bangladesh) 
• Yixuan Cai, Energy Observer Magazine (China) 

 
ABOUT EARTH JOURNALISM NETWORK 
Internews’ Earth Journalism Network (EJN) empowers and enables journalists to cover the 
environment more effectively. With a mission to improve the quantity and quality of 
environmental coverage and over 12,000 members from more than 130 countries, EJN trains 
journalists to cover a wide variety of topics, develops ground-breaking digital media sites, 



establishes networks of environmental journalists in countries where they don't exist, and 
builds their capacity where they do, through workshops and development of training materials,  
fellowship programs, support for story production and distribution, and dispersing small grants. 
For more information, visit https://earthjournalism.net. 
 
ABOUT THE STANLEY FOUNDATION 
The Stanley Foundation advances multilateral action to create fair, just, and lasting solutions to 
critical issues of peace and security. The foundation's work is built on a belief that greater 
international cooperation will improve global governance and enhance global citizenship. 
Through its media programming, the foundation regularly collaborates with media partners to 
foster timely, in-depth, and rigorous reporting on topics related to three program 
areas:  climate change, nuclear weapons, and mass violence and atrocities. The organization 
values its Midwestern roots and family heritage as well as its role as a nonpartisan, private 
operating foundation. The Stanley Foundation does not make grants. Online at 
www.stanleyfoundation.org. 
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